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FAREWELL DAVE CARRUTHERS! 
(adapted from John Earl’s Tribute to Dave Carruthers, Nov 11, 2017) 

Tonight is about David – but which David - Dave the Curler, Dave the Ice Maker, or Dave the ever helpful 

member of our Club who so many of us have turned to over the years for advice and guidance on any and all topics 

related to curling? 

If we talk about Dave the Curler we would need hours.  Let’s just say Canadian Champion and World Champion 

for starters. 
If we talk Dave the Club guru on curling I wouldn’t be out of line to say Dave was probably called upon more 

than anyone I know for advice and/or assistance by curlers wanting pointers on their delivery, advice on strategy 

or an explanation or guidance on a Game Rule.  Then there was Dave’s crucial role over the years helping 

floundering League Executives who were trying to set up a new draw, schedule Games or answer any inane or 

obscure question about anything curling.  Dave has always been the GO TO GUY whenever the Club needed a 

sane, simple and workable answer to a question or issue. 

But tonight we are here to celebrate and thank Dave for his Ice Making achievements.  If my math is correct – 

Dave started doing Chinguacousy Curling Club ice in 1983 – a year after he started doing Brampton Curling Club 

Ice.  I guess that’s because we held out -- wanting an experienced Ice Maker.  That means we enjoyed 34 years of 

some of the best curling ice anywhere.  

Dave did his best to give us GREAT ICE.  Sure there were obstacles.  He couldn’t stop the weather impacts, or 

the fact that many, many, many used the ice – other leagues, schools, casual rentals – and not everyone is as 

conscientious as we are about ice etiquette. I had the pleasure of working for Dave these last few years (as did many 

others here tonight) – and if I learned anything, it was to let the Master do his work.  Dave knew how to master the 

ice – he knew how ice reacted to temperature, humidity, air pressure, air currents over the ice, etc.  Better still, he 

knew what to do about each change. 

Most of you here have watched as Dave or one of his employees ran up and down the ice with the mop, or when 

someone pebbled the ice. But few know how much goes into making GOOD ice:- Mop, hot pebble, followed by a 

general or a detailed clean; Now scrape – 4 pass or 5 pass – then mop again; Time to pebble, first the small pebble 

head – warm water, followed by the second pebble with a larger 

pebble head – cold water; Finally, 3 pass nip.  Those who have 

worked with Dave recognize that pattern as an ice preparation 

routine – it represents walking the length of a sheet 90 times or 

more.  Over the past 34 years Dave walked more miles backwards 

with a 40 lb pebble tank on his back than most of us will walk in a 

lifetime. 

Dave cares a lot about curling. He knows more about curling than 

anyone I know. Dave cared about this facility – he believed 

whatever group – teachers, sinners, seniors -- all of the people 

whose leagues curled here and curled on his ice should have the best 

ice he could provide – each and every time they curled.  Dave also 

cared a lot about our Club in particular – he tried to get to know 

everyone in the Club. He may have never curled against you, but he 

most likely knew you.  And Dave did whatever he could, whenever 

he could to help out our members.         [Cont’d page 2]  
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[Cont’d from page 1] – Farewell Dave Carruthers! 

Many here can say that Dave helped you, coached you or 

taught you more about your game.  He also went out of his way 

to encourage and promoted curling and curlers, especially our 

young curlers.  If you were a keen young curler and wanted to 

get more involved, chances are Dave offered you a job - for 

many their first job – as ice technicians.  What a great way to 

get to know the game, being taught about curling and curling 

ice by a world champion.  Doesn’t get much better. 

Something else many of you might not know – Dave found 

the love of his life here at Ching.   Wife Gail worked here as 

Facility Manager. They met, they liked what they saw and let’s 

just say nature took its course.  It is now time for all of us to 

meet the strength behind Dave...  Gail, on behalf of the 

Chinguacousy Curling Club thank you for waking Dave up 

every morning and sending him off to work and thanks for 

putting up with his being late coming home many evenings 

because he was still doing the ice. As for Katie, Zoe and 

Weidie – thanks for understanding why Dad spent so much 

time at the Curling Club 

How do you say thank you to a person who has been a part of this Club for almost as long as there has been a 

Chinguacousy Curling Club?  How do you say thank you to someone who has helped define this Club, helped give 

the Club its DNA as a caring, friendly and social environment where friends are curlers and curlers are friends?  
How do you say thank you to someone who has helped so many correct their delivery, hone their game strategy, 

understand game rules or clarify the how’s and why’s of our great game? 

That was our dilemma.  Ordinarily you’d look to his hobbies – and that was our lucky break.  Dave’s hobby had 

recently manifested itself – DAVE WANTS TO BE A FARMER.   
Great – what to get a farmer?   Pitch Fork, Coveralls, Rubber Boots. The image of Dave mucking out stalls kept 

coming to mind.  Then there was the image of Dave and Gail – rocking away their years on the farmhouse front 

porch.  Somehow I couldn’t get comfortable with that image.  Dave sitting around – not going to happen – Gail 

sitting around - not going to happen.  Gail and the kids have too many horses to ride.  For Dave there are too many 

fences to mend, bales of hay to move and – oh yes – stalls to muck out. 

Their new farmhouse has a wonderful fireplace – and the fireplace needs wood.  The farm has a woodlot – lots 

and lots of hardwood.  Now that wood can be made fireplace ready with an axe, or you can let equipment do the 

work for you.  Dave -- to help you with your fireplace wood needs, please accept this Log Splitter as a gift of 

appreciation for your many years of helping our Club. 

I’d like to thank Paul Williams, Pat Arbuthnot, Patricia Keffer, Susan Burnside and Ray Husain and others for 

their help putting this evening together.   – John Earl 

 

FROM THE PREZ… - Paul Williams 

While we got off to a ‘rocky’ start (pardon the pun) with our great weather proving to be an issue for our ice 

maker, we have overcome that challenge and the season is well underway. 

We would like to welcome all our new members, and hope they have a successful season.  If you have any 

questions around your curling game, please don’t hesitate to reach out to other members of your team or the league 

executive or the Board of Directors I know they would be more than willing to help you improve your game. 

We have a few Bonspiels coming up, and I encourage everyone to sign up and participate and these bonspiels can 

only make our Club stronger.  

Just a reminder if you have any issues or concerns regarding the facility please contact your League Representative 

and they in turn will contact me and I will take your concerns to the City. 

Good curling! 
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FROM CURLON AND TCA – Ray Husain 
We've only had one competition -- Travelers Club 

Championship zones in Orangeville. Team Earl 

unfortunately lost both of their preliminary games and 

did not reach the playoff round. Team Diamond on the 

women's side won their sole preliminary game, but lost 

the semi-final game. 

From the Oakville Summer League: 

Team Nowak played the Thursday Ladies Division 

and finished with a record of 2-5. 

Team Furness played the Thursday Men's Division 

and finished with a record also of 2-5. 

Team Husain (Rayad & Farzana) played the 

Tuesday Open Doubles and finished with a record of 

5-2. 

 

MEN’S REPORT Dave Kussman 
We are excited to kick-off the 2017/18 season. We 

once again have a strong showing in the Men's division 

with 32 teams registered (16 Monday and 16 Tuesday), 

128 curlers in total. We have our returning core group 

of curlers - thanks all for coming back! And while we 

lost some players, we also have some new curlers 

joining the club. Welcome to Ching! 

We have adopted an exciting new format, whereby 

every game in the season means something and the 

playoff spots won't be determined until the last game. 

We hope to run three bonspiels this year; The 

Oscar's Bonspiel in November, the 2-on-2 in 

December and the Wind-up in April. Looking forward 

to a season mixed with good competition and lots of 

fun. Good Curling Everyone! 

 

BW Report – Lynn Rabey 
The Business Women's league is off to a great start 

after our extended summer hiatus. We have a roster of 

16 teams, 12 are playing at 7 pm and 4 teams are 

playing at 9 pm. The league has some new members 

who have joined us and we are so glad to see new 

faces amongst us. We also have some returning 

members like myself, and it's great to see you all back 

as well! 

On January 27th we will be having a PAJAMA 

PARTY at our 12th annual Krystal Bonspiel. The 

format includes 2 eight-end games and draws at 9 and 

11 am. The cost is $180.00 per team which includes 

Breakfast, Lunch and prizes. Please get your teams 

registered ASAP by contacting Tracey Chiasson at 

Tchiasson@somlaw.ca or (416) 816- 5007. If you’re 

eager to enter but don't have a team, let Tracey assist 

you by getting a team to play with you. Please help 

Tracey by contacting her as soon as you assemble your 

team as we really need to know numbers early! 

Chinguacousy Business Women were well 

represented at the Meaford Ladies ‘Spiel on Saturday, 

November 4th. With all 3 teams in the late draw, they 

ended up playing against each other, but a wonderful 

day was had by all & freezers are full of meat. The 3 

teams were: 

Lynn Wilson, Trudy & Jeanette Burnside & Karen 

Knight-Lowe 

Wendy Bodhaine, Jane Anderson-Renton, Pat 

Dempsey, Christine Mendes 

Chris Nowak, Lynne Simone, Dianne Trask & Sonia 

Moto 

 

MIXED CURLING – Meagan Trevail 
Welcome back to another year of curling! First off, 

welcome to all our new curlers, either playing for the 

first time or joining the league! We are happy to have 

you, and glad you have chosen Chinguacousy to 

begin your curling “career”. The season is off to a 

great start thus far, as we get ready to determine our 

first round of draw winners. This year we have 8 

teams competing on Sunday, while Thursday at 9, 

Friday at 7 and Friday at 9 are all full! It looks to be a 

competitive, fun and more fun filled season! As there 

is not much else to report at this time, I will wish you 

all a fun and safe season! Good Curling! 

 

DAY LADIES & DAYTIME OPEN 
LEAGUES – Val Williams 

The Day Ladies and Daytime Open Leagues kicked 

off the 2017/2018 curling season on Thursday, 

October 5th with coffee and ‘breads’ at 9 a.m. 

followed by 6 ends of ‘fun curling’.  Our Semi-

Annual Meeting followed the curling and that was 

followed by a Pot Luck Lunch, making it an excellent 

start to our season.  It was a gorgeous sunny day, 

more conducive to golfing than curling, and I think 

several of our members decided to skip the ‘fun 

curling’ and get out onto the golf course, one more 

time.     [Cont’d page 4] 
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[Cont’d from page 3] – Day Ladies & Daytime Open Leagues 

Our regular season began on October 10th and once more we are using 5 sheets of ice. The Daytime Open 

League began their regular season on Thursday October 12th.  And their league now has 40 members and they 

require 5 sheets of ice.   There are 5 brand new curlers to the Club with the balance being members from other 

leagues within Ching!  It is great to see this league growing and attracting new curlers. 

The Day Ladies celebrated Halloween on Tuesday, October 31st with small prizes being awarded for the top two 

costumes! 

 Members from both the Day Ladies and Daytime Open League will be participating in the TCA-DWC Bonspiel 

on Tuesday, November 14th. 

We run a number of bonspiels over the season, our first one will be The Winter Freeze Senior Women’s 

Bonspiel on January 17th.  Plans are already underway to ensure another successful event. 

I would encourage all curlers to refer to the Ching website under Our Leagues and click on Tuesday Day Ladies, 

or Daytime Open League which will give you an overview of our leagues.   

We are always looking for spares, so if you are available on a Tuesday 

and/or Thursday morning, please update your ‘spare profile’ on line to 

reflect your availability.  

After the completion of Draw 1 the Daytime Open Winning Team was 

Joe Bodhaine with Nina Szymanska (Vice), Pat McKinnon (Second) & 

Murray Gingrich (Lead).  The Day Ladies Winning Team was Ruth Hay 

with Mary Coyle and Domenica Venier. 

Thursday Daytime Open is losing Michael Thompson, who has been a 

member since the league was formed 4 years ago. He has been able to take 

on another venture that means he will not be able to curl during the day, 

which his previous job allowed. Showing our appreciation we enjoyed a "We Will Miss You, Michael" cake for 

his last day of curling with the league. 
Ed:- We wrongly identified Sarah Muma as the donor of Blue Jay tickets in our last issue & should have attributed it to her 

mother Debbie.  We sincerely apologize for the error. 

 

NEWS FROM THE CITY OF BRAMPTON 
Introduction: The Chinguacousy Curling Club has a new City of Brampton Program 

Representative, Jordan Aguiar. Jordan’s passion is in community development, creating 

positive spaces and improving youth programming. He will work alongside the curling club to 

help strategize new programming opportunities; as well as, liaise with the Board Committee. 

His favorite aspect of curling is “the ability to be competitive, socialize and have fun all at 

once. It is a great sport for any person no matter physical ability or age”. You may notice one 

of his projects which is the upkeep of the bulletin board near Sheet 1. Look at some of the tips 

and etiquette he has posted! Please welcome him as he joins the team. 

 

Programs under the Parks & Recreation: 

Sundays 2:30-3:30 pm Curling Level 1 ages 10+ 

Session Starts November 19 and again in the new year Jan 14 (5 weeks of 1 hour classes) 

Welcome back to the 2017/2018 Curling Season. 

  

CHINGUACOUSY CC 
REVIEW CLINICS 

Sundays 3:00 – 4:30 pm 
Dec 3, Jan 7 & Feb 11 

Brush up on your deliveries, 
sweeping & game strategy. 

 



DO YOU RECOGNIZE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANY OF THESE 

PEOPLE? 
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MEN’S EXECUTIVE 

President Dave Kussman 

Vice President Dale Boulianne 

Past President Dave Kusturin 

Secretary Al Freeman 

Treasurer George McNally 

Bonspiels Dave Duff 

    

DAY LADIES EXECUTIVE 

President Linda Ciardullo 

Vice President Rachelle Ford 

Past President   Nina Szymanska 

Secretary Doreen Thompson 

Treasurer Margaret Lea 

Games Convenor   Juli Roslin 

Social  Valerie Williams 

Daytime Open League Rep Joe Pether 

 

 

BUSINESS WOMEN’S EXECUTIVE 

President Frances Pritchard 

Vice President Lynn Rabey 

Past President Meagan Trevail 

Secretary Ruth Pritchard 

Treasurer Michelle Dafoe 

Games Convenor/CurlON Rep Trudy Burnside 

Bonspiel Chair Tracey Chiasson 

 

MIXED EXECUTIVE 

President   Meagan Trevail 

Past President  John Earl 

Bonspiel/Playoff Coordinator Laurie Cann 

Treasurer Paul Docherty 

Thurs Rep   Melissa & Ryan Pearce 

Fri 7 Rep   Steve & Maxine Tschanz 

Fri 9 Rep  Ian & Wendy Newman 

Sun Rep   David & Mary Lozowski  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017-2018 

PRESIDENT ..................................................................... Paul Willliams  

VICE-PRESIDENT .............................................................. Phil Marlow 

PAST PRESIDENT ........................................................... Pat Arbuthnot 

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR  .............................  Susan Burnside 

SECRETARY ......................................................................  Ian Newman 

TREASURER ........................................................................... Al Morris 

REGISTRAR ...................................................................  Patricia Keffer 

YOUTH CONVENOR ...................................................  Laura McIntyre 

CurlON/TCA REP ................................................................  Ray Husain 

Presidents of Men’s, Business Women’s, Day Ladies & Mixed Sections 

 


